THE TWO-SPIRITS OF THE FIRST NATIONS

Ma-Nee CHACABY

EXHIBITION : Ma-Nee’s Journey
Drawings, Watercolors and Masks.

VENUE: CDEx UQAM, 405, Ste-Catherine Street East.
Days: Monday to Sunday incl.
Hours: From noon to 6:00 PM. Last admission at 5:00 PM

SPECIAL OPENING in presence of the Artist.
Wednesday, August 14™, 12:00 PM



STORYTELLING : Thursday, August 15th, 4:00 PM
Tales by Ma-Nee Chacaby.
VENUE: CDEx UQAM, 405, Ste-Catherine Street East

DEDICATION : Thursday, August 15" 5:00 PM
Ma-Nee will sign her book, A Two-Spirit Journey. An account of
her life as an Ojibwa-Cree lesbian, published by University of
Manitoba Press.
VENUE: CDEx UQAM, 405, Ste-Catherine Street East

“When you grow up, you will be an educator for our people. You will help others. You will
be a healer.”

A Two-Spirit Journey: The Autobiography of a Lesbian Ojibwa-Cree Elder by Ma-Nee
Chacaby is a story of hope, resilience and love. By pronouncing these prophetic words,
her grandmother could not have been more right. Indeed, she was the one who saw the
two spirits in Ma-Nee; the masculine and the feminine one when she was younger. Is it
luck or is it a curse? For a Two-Spirited child in the 1950s, at Ombabika, inside an
ojibwé-crie community in the North of Ontario, freedom is endless. She learns to trap,
hunt and survive in the forest; she carves wood, sews, tans leather and takes care of the
children and the elders. Even through, her grandmother, her beloved kokum, knows
that the next stage of her life will be much more difficult.

Ma-Nee had to face many hardships in her life, this brought her to spiritual healing
through art. Born in Thunder Bay, Ontario, she was adopted by a French-speaking
Canadian family. At the age of two, she came back to live with her grandmother, her



kokum, to be raised in Omabika, a First Nations community North of Nipigon Lake. As a
Two-Spirited elder and storyteller, she uses various media for her spiritual healing and
for her community. She is visually impaired and her art represents the everyday

challenges of all.

In 2016, she published her first book A Two-Spirit Journey: The Autobiography of a
Lesbian Ojibwa-Cree Elder, in which she relies on her experience of the world as Two-

Spirit.

We would like to thank our partners
and all those who contributed to our
2019 fundraising campaign. You can
donate at any time via our website:

http://ciac.ca/dons/ or via Canadon.

Tax receipts for donations of $ 25 or
more. Thank you.
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